
Neuroscience tells us that the first three years of life are critical to lifelong 

health and well-being, making the role and responsibilities of Infant and 

Early Childhood (I/EC) professionals incredibly important to family, 

community, and societal success. Yet there are few credentials and official 

boards that recognize the knowledge, skills, and aptitudes of I/EC 

specialists and legitimize the field as a professional career, until 

now.   

IMH Endorsement for Culturally Sensitive, Relationship-

Focused Practice Promoting Infant Mental Health® is an 

internationally valued credential that supports and 

recognizes professionals who work with or on behalf of 

infants, toddlers, and their families. It’s the largest IMH 

credentialing system in the United States and it’s 

available to you here in Wisconsin! Individuals 

across disciplines such as early care and 

education, home visiting, health care, public 

health, child welfare, and mental health 

clinicians may be eligible to apply. 

 

    Good for You: 
Earning IMH-E® enhances your credibility and confidence in 

working with or on behalf of infants, toddlers, and their families. 

You’ll gain recognition and belong to a cross-systems, multi-

disciplinary network of Endorsed professionals in Wisconsin. 

 

Good for Babies and Families: 
Infants, toddlers and families receive culturally sensitive, relationship-

based services provided by a workforce that demonstrates a common set 

of core competencies.  

  

Good for Communities: 
IMH-E® provides assurance to families, agencies, employers, and the 

public at large that I/EC professionals meet high standards of care and are 

prepared to support optimal development of infants, young children, and 

their families.   

 

Good for Employers: 
IMH-E® verifies that I/EC professionals have attained a specified level of 

functioning and understanding regarding the fundamentals of IMH and 

relationship-based practices spanning the continuum of care.  Additionally,  

IMH-E® provides a framework to guide agency hiring, professional development, 

and best practice standards.   

 

Good for Infant/Early Childhood Programs: 
IMH-E® informs professional development and career planning within an 

organized framework and creates a competent, high-quality workforce leading to 

desired child and family outcomes.   

 

Good for the Field: 
IMH-E® professionalizes the I/EC field and ensures consistency of professional 

standards across all programs, disciplines, and regions of the state.  

Why should I pursue Endorsement? 
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Gain recognition for the specialized work you do 

IMH Endorsement® verifies that a 

professional has attained unique 

knowledge, skills and experiences within 

his or her role to support optimal development 

of infants, young children and their families. 

The following categories of IMH-E® span the 

continuum of care and include:  

 

Infant Family Associate  

Infant and Family Specialist  

Infant Mental Health Specialist  

Infant Mental Health Mentor 
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What is IMH-Endorsement®? 

IMH-Endorsement® is based on a set of Competency Guidelines designed to support and enhance culturally 

sensitive, relationship-focused practice within the framework of infant mental health. 

IMH-Endorsement® is a professional credential that acknowledges expertise in the area of infant and early 

childhood mental health. Working with infants and toddlers requires specialized training and experience, and IMH 

Endorsement ensures professionals across disciplines have acquired the knowledge and skills unique to working 

with very young children and their families.  

Who can apply for Endorsement? 

All professionals who work with or on behalf of infants, toddlers, parents, and/or other caregivers are eligible to 

apply. To earn IMH-Endorsement®, professionals need to meet educational, training, work-related, and reflective 

supervision requirements as specified at the Endorsement category that best fits their experiences.   

IMH-Endorsement® offers four different Endorsement categories, and is relevant for early care and education 

providers, home visitors, medical providers, child welfare workers, mental health clinicians, policy-makers, and 

researchers and many others. 

Is completing the University of Wisconsin Infant, Early Childhood and Family Mental Health 

Capstone Certificate Program a requirement for IMH-Endorsement®?   

No, completing the Capstone Certificate program is not a requirement for Endorsement, but it is a wonderful way to 

gain IMH competencies and skills, as well as an opportunity to experience reflective supervision and enhance 

reflective capacities. 

What are the fees associated with Endorsement? 

Consult the table below to see the fees associated with each Endorsement 

level.  In addition, an active membership with an Infant Mental Health 

Association is required to obtain Endorsement.  WI-AIMH Membership is $60 

annually; membership fees for other IMH Associations vary by location. 

How do I apply? 

Visit http://wiaimh.org/endorsement/steps-for-applying for a step-by-step walkthrough of the application process, 

as well as a link as well as a link to register through the online Endorsement Application System (EASy). 

Additional questions?  Contact the Wisconsin Alliance for Infant Mental Health 

Call (608) 442-0360 or visit www.wiaimh.org/endorsement/ 

Level of IMH-E® Registration Fee Application Fee 

Infant Family Associate $20 $25 

Infant Family Specialist $20 $50 

Infant Mental Health Specialist $20 $200 

Infant Mental Health Mentor $20 $300 


